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“SPECIAL INQUIRY INTO GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS: FINAL REPORT” 

74. Mr T.J. HEALY to the Treasurer: 
I refer to the “Special Inquiry into Government Programs and Project”s, which found that the budget process under 
the Liberal–National government broke down and that ministers engaged in—I quote—“insidious practices”. Can 
the Treasurer outline to the house what was the impact of these practices, and what the McGowan Labor 
government has done to restore the budget process and ensure this process is followed? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
I thank the member for Southern River for the question. I spent a long time in opposition watching the former 
government’s budget processes unravel over that time. In opposition, we can only assume, when we start seeing 
midyear reviews and spending outside the budget process add up in even greater amounts, that the internal budget 
process is perhaps not as rigorous as it should be. One of the starkest findings or themes running through the 
Langoulant report is the utter collapse of a rigorous budget process under the former government. I want to quote 
from page 45 of volume 1 of the final report — 

It is noted that in the five Mid-Year Reviews prior to 2013–14, $3.1 billion of spending due to policy 
changes were added over the forward estimates. … 
The Special Inquirer noted the insidious nature of these practices. They were done in complete disregard 
for Cabinet’s rules as set down in the Cabinet Handbook. 

Mr Langoulant went on to say — 
The practice of ad hoc, year-round budgeting reflected a basic lack of discipline and respect across the 
Government for a central pillar of good government. 

I note that the Leader of the Opposition today, or yesterday, said that he thinks it is a good report. I have made the 
point in this place on a number of occasions that the Leader of the Opposition’s political career did not begin on 
the day he became the Leader of the Liberal Party. Indeed, he was a key player in the cabinet of the former 
government—a key player; the Treasurer, nonetheless—who presided over not just a dysfunctional but a complete 
feeding frenzy when it came to the budget process. That was mainly because he could not control his friends to 
his left here in the National Party, who created an environment whereby Treasury was maligned, ignored and 
critiqued by the government for the advice that it was giving. 
Yesterday, I heard the Leader of the Opposition on Perth LIVE with Oliver Peterson describe himself as a fiscal 
hawk, I think the term was—a fiscal hawk, self-described. Unfortunately, and I have critiqued the Leader of the 
Opposition before about this, the fiscal hawk attitude that he brought to his own commentary prior to coming into 
Parliament is very, very different from how he acted while in Parliament. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Listen here, my feathered friend, a hawk you may want to be, but a hawk you most certainly 
aren’t! 
The SPEAKER: Member, you will call the Leader of the Opposition by his proper title. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: It was during that time that Mr Langoulant identified the excessive spend outside the budget 
process. This is what the self-described hawk was saying in his budget speeches. This is what he said in 2012 in 
response to the budget — 

I spent over 20 years looking at budgets, particularly at the state level, both here and around the country. 
This is a particularly fine budget. It focuses on the needs of today while keeping a strong eye on the needs 
of the future. 

Leader of the Opposition, you cannot hang this around the neck of the former member for Cottesloe, Mr Barnett. 
You were Treasurer. You may describe yourself as a hawk but I suspect, my feathered friend, there is another bird 
that you are more appropriately described as. I dare say your colleagues on that side are waiting for thanksgiving 
to highlight exactly what kind of bird you are! 
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